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A Letter from the CLA President 
 

Each year for the last 4, I have both the honor and the privilege to write the president’s note for the lake 

association’s annual report. Unfortunately, I am in the same position as many of you in that it is hard to 

find the time to do even the most important things such as this. As the president I work with many other 

volunteers about one hour a day on initiatives that directly impact the quality of the lake, while doing 

this I get to meet many of the lake residents, water shed residents, vendor, state and local employees 

and charitable organizations that all have concerns about water quality. First and foremost, I want to say 

thank you and congratulations for the hard work, sacrifice, and results that you have achieved! 

It is said that if you ask five people about how to fix American politics you will get 8 answers, Facing the 

overwhelming challenges of cleaning up our lake we are focused in 4 areas that common sense / 

industry professionals and state and local government have identified: These areas are: Carp control, 

Erosion control, Weed control, Sediment management. The results of our collective efforts are many; 

highlighting just a few over the last several years from Association members / DNR / Sportsman’s club / 

Merton’s Commercial Fishing / Various vendors: 

- 20+ holding ponds and run off structures 
- Over half a million pounds of carp removal 
- Several thousand pan fish stocked 
- Aerators in the winter 
- Many acres of weed cutting and chemical treatment 
- Carp grates prohibiting movement 

 

As we look forward there is still much more work to be accomplished. This work is collaborative in 

nature but to be clear, the lake can be cleaned up and removed from the EPA’s list of imparted 

waterways with the right combination of time / money and people. Living on the lake for the last twenty 

years I recognize the contributions of the older generation who have worked tirelessly to clean up the 

water shed. This year we lost a visionary, Doug Sonnee who was personally accountable for much 

progression on the above projects. 

Over the last 4 years we have raised $144,000 in donations and grants from like-minded people that 

want to clean up the lake. We have a target budget of $40,000 per year. More money means that we 

can get the lake cleaned up quicker. If you get a chance please make sure to return your petitions to the 

association surrounding the formation of the LID. 

Sincerely, 

Dale Petelinsek  
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Native Planting 2016 
By Dean Sunderlin 

 

Last fall, the Forest Township Board of Supervisors 

redid the ditches on Circle Lake Trail.  They were 

aware of the damage being done to the native 

planting in Circle Lake Park by recreational vehicles, 

so they spent a little time in the park improving the 

drainage within the planting. Hopefully, now that 

the area will be drier, it won’t be as attractive to 

the four wheelers.  If you see any of the 

supervisors, we’d appreciate it if you could thank them for the help they have given to us on this project.  

They have really stepped it up to assist us in our efforts to clean up the lake. 

Our plan for this spring is to burn the prairie, remove 

the tire ruts, and do a small replant to fill in the 

damaged areas. We have access to the necessary 

equipment and were able to purchase the plants at a 

government wholesale rate.  We are looking for 

volunteers to assist us with both the burn, and planting.  

Both projects will be arranged on a weekend where the 

weather is looking favorable.  Please let us know if you 

might be willing to help for a few hours.  Call Dean at 

612-237-3338 
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2016 Circle the Lake Half Marathon, 10K, and 5K 
By Dean Sunderlin 
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Watershed 
By Keith Kluzak 

Completed a wetland area off the west end of Circle Lake near where County Ditch 32 enters Circle Lake.  

$23,000. 

Repaired and reinforced erosion control structures on the Lundstrom property off the south side of 

Circle Lake.  $10,200. 
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Lake Improvement District 
By Brian Panettiere 

It has always been the mission of the CLA to support and foster the improvement of Circle Lake and its 

surrounding area.  To support this mission, the membership of CLA voted to initiate the process of 

forming a Lake Improvement District 1 year ago. I am happy to report that the formation of a Lake 

Improvement District for Circle Lake has had significant progress over the past year.   Our progress 

would not have happened without the help and assistance by a group of dedicated people who simply 

care.  I want to begin by recognizing the efforts of the members of the Circle Lake Association Board 

along with Mandi Morrissey, Denise Klokow, and Jim Vogel for their efforts in meeting with property 

owners, discussing the LID, and addressing questions.  I also want to recognize Jeff Docken’s input as we 

prepare for the next steps at the County level. 

 

The update given during the annual meeting will cover the following: 

 Progress over the past year 

 Introduced the LID to CLA members and initiated the petition process 
 Canvassed the LID area, meeting/discussing/addressing questions with 85% 

(estimate) of property owners 
 Distributed letters to property owners not residing in the LID informing of the 

LID process 
 Updated the CLA website periodically with LID info 
 Worked with Rice County addressing Q/A on LID progress and process 

 
 Petitions signed/received 

 86 signed petitions is the 51% majority needed to request Rice County to certify 
the formation of the LID 

 As of today, we have the majority needed to take the next steps 

  
 Next Steps/LID Certification 

 Certify/audit all signed petitions 
 Attend Rice County work session and introduce Circle Lake LID formation 
 Work with Rice County formally to begin certification process 
 Communicate with LID property owners the next steps and timeline 

 

I appreciate the time everyone has taken through this past year to discuss and take action with this very 

important initiative to take our lake improvement projects to the next level.   
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Carp Control 
By Jason Wood 

2015 & 2016 were extremely successful years for the Circle Lake 

Association carp control projects. In the spring of 2015 we surgically 

implanted seven adult carp with radio telemetry devices that allow 

us to track their location and the location of the aggregated 

population. The radio telemetry devices have batteries that last over 

three years. We also marked another 313 adult carp that are used to 

characterize the size of the population during removal.   

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout 2015 and 2016 we tracked the location of the seven carp. In the spring their location data 

helps us determine where the carp go to spawn and allows us to determine possible areas to restrict 

access. Once the water temperatures began to decrease in the fall/winter, the carp aggregate into a 

large group allowing us to target our removal efforts. The first open water removal in 2015 yielded over 

80,000 pounds of carp and allowed us to use the marked fish to characterize the population. The data 

showed that in 2015 our lake had an extremely large population of carp, somewhere between 650,000 

to 800,000 pounds in total, which is roughly 80,000 individual carp. The phosphorus load associated with 

a population of this size dramatically impacts the water quality in our lake.  

Carp Radio Tag 

 Surgical Implanting  Carp Location Map 
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The winter of 2016/2017 finally produced enough ice to allow us to conduct a winter removal utilizing 

the data provided by the radio telemetry devices. The graph below shows the removal statistics for the 

past seven years. As you can see, we saw dramatic increases in 2016/2017 with almost 200,000 pounds 

of carp removed.  

 

During each removal, we also collect a significant amount of data about the fish being removed. The 

chart below shows average fish length. This is important as it indicates the age class of the fish and 

shows that we have a recruitment problem as there are many small carp in the lake. This data helps us 

determine what our next steps are and points to the fact that we need to concentrate on controlling 

spawning areas for carp.  
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Publicity  
By Julie Dornbusch  

 

The Circle Lake Association was featured in Cabin Living - Dec 2015! 

 

 

Other publicity related items can be found in the “about” section of our webpage: 

www.circlelake.org  

http://www.circlelake.org/
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Revenue and Expenses  
By Bob Gilbertson

 


