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Presidents Note 
by Dale Petelinsek 

 
2013 was a huge year for Circle Lake.  Volunteers, local businesses, the Tri-Lakes Sportsmens Club, 
contractors, private land owners and Rice County came together to plan, fund and execute projects to 
improve the water quality of Circle Lake.  Together members of this this diverse group seemed to do 
something each month: 
  

1.       Aerated the lake in December to protect the game fish,  

2.       Plunged into the lake in January for fun and fund raising,  

3.       Seined the carp out of the lake in February,  

4.       Held our annual meeting in April,  

5.      Assessed the curly leaf pond weed in May to see if it needed to be treated,  

7.       Planted native plants for erosion control in July,   

8.       Stocked blue gill to eat carp eggs in August,  

9.      Put up carp barriers in early September, 

10.   Ran around the lake in September as a family fitness event and to raise funds. 

I have to say that I am very proud of the effort and results of the Circle Lake Community and hope to 
draw on each of you to make 2014 bigger and better than 2013! 
  
I am frequently asked, “Is it possible to reverse decades of erosion and neglect and actually improve 
water quality in Circle Lake?”  The answer, of course, is yes – given the appropriate investments of time 
and money.   In 2014 we need to continue down the same path as previous years, building berms and 
buffer strips, controlling carp, aerating the lake, getting ahold of sediment and phosphorous before it 
gets into the lake and ultimately dredging sediment out of the lake.   
  
Another frequently asked question is, “Why is it the responsibility of the Lake Association to drive 
projects to clean up the lake – isn’t the DNR, County and MPCA on top of this?”   The harsh reality is that 
our government organizations are in purely regulatory roles and no public entity has legislation or 
funding to support actually going in and cleaning up our lake.  Often times association members find 
themselves at odds with government organizations as we try and push forward positive actions that are 
in direct contradiction to existing regulation.  Of course the existing regulation is what has allowed our 
lake to become overloaded with invasive plants, aquatic life and nutrients to begin with.  Government 
organizations have partnered with us in the past, but this has taken many hours of volunteer time to cut 
red tape and get necessary approvals for water quality improvement projects. The bottom line is that if 
we want our lake cleaned up – each of us has to take action to lead our government, not wait for our 
government to lead us.   
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The question that I am asked most often is, “What can I specifically do to help?”  The answer is very 
simple: at a minimum, donate one dollar a day and one hour a month to Circle Lake projects.  This 
minimum level of time (12 hours a year) and money ($365.00 a year) will have dramatic results in 
making the lake a healthier, safer and happier place.  Volunteer projects are not hard to do and we align 
volunteer skill sets with needed work.  Many people tell me that they “Have too many family and work 
obligations to take on volunteer work”. My answer is simply to get your kids and coworkers involved in 
lake projects. This makes the effort fun and builds the volunteer base for future generations.    
  
I am excited to announce that this year we also are establishing a legacy program for association 
members to include CLA in their wills.  This program will bring much needed funding into Circle Lake and 
place the donor’s name on a metal plaque, on a granite boulder, on the shore of Circle Lake for future 
generations to see.   
  
In closing, if you consider that many of our largest investments is the property that we have near Circle 
Lake – the best way to improve the net worth is to invest your time and money to improve the quality of 
the lake.  Thank you for your past support and I look forward to working with you in 2014 to make the 
lake a better place for all to enjoy! 
  
 
Semper Fidelis 
Dale Petelinsek 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 | P a g e  
 

Circle Lake Association 2013 Annual Report 
 

Circle Lake Association 
P.O. Box 147 

Northfield, MN 55057 
 

 The main website:   http://circlelake.org 
 

For CLA photos: https://circlelake.shutterfly.com  
 

Like us on facebook: 
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Circle-Lake-Association/389819021101615  

 
Follow the race details on twitter @CircleLakeRUN 

    
Board of Directors 

The lake association’s Board of Directors has nine members. Directors serve for three-year terms. As 
stated in our bylaws (sections 5.3 and 9.2), three of the board’s nine seats are up for election at each 
year’s Annual Association Meeting.  At the board’s first meeting after the Annual Association Meeting, 
the directors elect a slate of officers to serve through the next year’s annual meeting.  
 
Here are the current board members and their terms: 
Term ending in 2014: Karen Appeldoorn, Julie Dornbusch, David Russler 
Term ending in 2015: Bob Gilbertson, Dale Petelinsek, Sandra Russler 
Term ending in 2016: Robert Duban, Keith Kluzak, Dean Sunderlin 
 

CLA Board Members 
 

July 2012- April 2013:                April 2013- April 2014: 
Dale Petelinsek, President                  Dale Petelinsek, President 

Karen Appeldoorn, Vice President                   Karen Appeldoorn, Vice President 
.               Open, Secretary                   Sandra Russler, Secretary 

Bob Gilbertson, Treasurer                   Bob Gilbertson, Treasurer 
Julie Dornbusch                     Julie Dornbusch* 

Keith Kluzak                   Keith Kluzak                    
David Russler                  David Russler                

Sandra Russler                  Robert Duban   
Sam Sunderlin                     Dean Sunderlin 

Doug Sonnee                                             . 
 

*Julie Dornbusch filled Denise Klokow’s seat on the CLA Board, so she will end her term April 2014.  She 
has decided to not continue as a CLA Board Member, but will continue to help when needed
 
Feel free to join us at our next CLA Board Meeting.  We meet at 7:00pm on the second 
Monday of each month at the Forest Township Hall (west of Millersburg on Co Rd 1). 
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About “Circle Lake Association” 
The Circle Lake Association is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit organization whose members are area 
residents, property owners, and others interested in the association’s mission.  
Our mission is to promote the improvement, protection, and preservation of the water quality, 
ecological balance, and environmental health of Circle Lake, its watershed, and vicinity. The association 
strives to achieve its goals though interactions with lakeshore property owners, landowners within the 
watershed, and other organizations with similar interests. 
 

CLA Membership 
Membership in Circle Lake Association is voluntary.   Annual membership dues are $50 per household 
(Jan 1 to Dec 31). For those interested in membership, send your names, address, phone numbers, and 
e-mail addresses, along with a check payable to “Circle Lake Association” to: 
Circle Lake Association, P.O. Box 147, Northfield, MN 55057.  
 

CIRCLE LAKE ASSOCIATION 
2013 MEMBERSHIP LIST 

 
The association ended 2013 with a total of 49 members. Membership included two businesses and at 
least 88 adults from 47 families:  
 

1. Circle Lake Area Sales & Service  
2. State Bank of Faribault  
3.     Appeldoorn, Jerry & Karen 
4.     Arnold, Craig & Ann 
5.     Bates, Peggy 
6.     Bonnesen, Stan & Jane 
7.     Boulay, Kevin & Sue 
8.     Boysen, Mike & Joan 
9.     Calvert, Dean 
10.  Carlson, Scott & Lisa 
11.  Caron, Ken & Linda 
12.  Demerath, Anthony & Deborah 
13.  Dornbusch, Scott & Julie 
14.  Duban, Greg & Terry 
15.  Duban, Robert 
16.  Eaves, Michael & Beth 
17.  Erickson, Bob & Tina 
18.  Ernster, Ryan & Jennifer 
19.  Foster, Mike & Sherry 
20.  Gilbertson, Cynthia & Bob 
21.  Hochschild, Kay 
22.  Hoffert, Brianne & Kyle 
23.  Ingvalson, Bob & Loretta 
24.  Johnson, Warren & Ethel 
 

25.  Johnston, Don & Sheri 
26.  Jones, Gordy & Anne 
27.  Keefer, Dennis & Diane 
28.  Kluzak, Keith & Jennifer 
29.  Kluzak, Kurt & Dianna 
30.  Kluzak, Rodger & Mary 
31.  Lundstrom, Anne & Ed 
32.  Machacek, John 
33.  Mansfield, Mike 
34.  Morrison, Ross & Susie 
35.  Nelson, Brad & Barb 
36.  Olson, Ed & Bonnie 
37.  Palmquist, Rob & Pam 
38.  Panettiere, Nan & Brian 
39.  Petelinsek, Dale & Kathy 
40.  Peters, Steve & Julie 
41.  Quist, Dale & Betty 
42.  Regenscheid, Scott & Kathy 
43.  Reiland, Matt & Jolene 
44.  Russler, David & Sandy 
45.  Sammon, Jerry & Mary Anne 
46.  Sonnee, Doug & Vicki 
47.  Sunderlin, Sam & Dean 
48.  Wenthe, Fred & Pat 
49.  Wood, Jason & Tammy 
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Lake Improvement Fund 
 

Membership is one way to help support CLA.  Another way is through donations to the “LAKE 
IMPROVEMENT FUND”.   Anyone may contribute any amount, and 100% of the money contributed goes 
toward projects designed to improve lake water quality.  
 
Three years ago, the “Flamingo” and “Owl” levels were adopted.  Families can be the proud owner of a 
flamingo to display in their front yard for an annual minimum donation of $365.00- that is a dollar a day!  
And for $500.00 (or more) you will be given an owl to proudly display in your yard!   
 
Here is the 2013 list of direct individual contributions to the Lake Improvement Fund.  Note that many 
people contributed to the Fund via the 5K/ Half Marathon in September, or the Chunky Dunk, etc., but 
they are not tracked individually.  CLA wishes to thank ALL those that have donated.  
 
These are the direct individual contributors in 2013: 
Sue & Kevin Boulay 
Mike Mansfield 
Susie & Ross Morrison 
Steve & Julie Peters
 
The following contributed at the Flamingo level ($365-499):  
Tina & Bob Erickson 
Matt & Jolene Reiland 
State Bank of Faribault
 
These families contributed at the Owl ($500+) level: 
Mike & Sherry Foster 
Dale & Kathy Petelinsek 
 
If you are interested in making a tax deductible donation, write a check payable to  
“Circle Lake Association” and send to: Circle Lake Association, P.O. Box 147, Northfield, MN 55057 
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Communication 
by Karen Appeldoorn 

  
CLA communication takes place at three levels and in three formats. The three levels are: intra-board 
communication; messages sent to CLA members, and also information sent to all Circle Lake residents. 
This communication can be by email (group emails exist for each of the three levels), by USPS mailings, 
and on our website http://circlelake.org. 
In 2013 a second edition of the Circle Lake Directory was published and distributed to CLA members at 
the time of the Annual Picnic and 5k/Half-marathon. 
 
 

Education Programs    
by Karen Appeldoorn 

 
Two workshops were held in early spring on native plants and shoreline erosion sponsored by Rice 
County. They were well-attended despite an early snowstorm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Pictured here: OUR MANY “CIRCLE THE LAKE” 
RACE VOLUNTEERS! 

 
THANK YOU! 
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2013 Circle the Lake Half Marathon and 5K 

by Dean Sunderlin 
 
On September 14th we held the second annual run/walk around Circle Lake.  The first year we had just 
one race that went around the lake, for a distance of 8.2 miles.  Twenty three people came out that year 
to run. Now, as fun as that was, it isn’t a distance that people who participate in such things generally go 
in search of. So to make the event more appealing to the running community, in 2013 we decided to 
offer a half marathon course, and a 5K. The half marathon went around the lake, and the 5K run/walk 
went down the east side of the lake.  It was successful as we had 160 people sign up.   
 
The winning time for the half marathon was 1:26:45, and for the 5K it was 21:42. The ages ranged from 
7, to a gentleman from Mound, Burt, who was 87 years young.  And yes, he ran the half marathon. It 
was a perfect weather day and thanks to all the volunteers and sponsors, everyone had a great 
experience.  And we made a little money that went into the Lake Improvement Fund. 
 
We hope to grow even more in 2014.  To make our event even more attractive, we will certify the half 
marathon course, add a 10K race, and have all of the races chip timed.  We hope these three things, in 
combination with word of mouth from last year’s participants, will entice even more runners and 
walkers to come out and join us. 
 
The 2014 race will be held on September 20th at 9:00 A.M.  Please save the date and come out for the 
fun. You can go to the Circle Lake Association website www.circlelake.org and find a link to register 
online.  There is also a paper registration form there you can download and mail in, if you prefer.  Like 
last year, the annual picnic will follow the race. 
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CLA Annual Picnic 
by Karen Appeldoorn 

 
The 2013 CLA Annual Picnic was held in 
September in conjunction with the Race/Walk 
event. This was the first time that the picnic 
was not at the same time as the annual 
meeting; however it was well attended.  
 
Another change was the move from a 
potluck/grilling event to one that was mostly 
catered by Boonies. Both changes were 
positively received so we will continue doing 
the picnic the same way in 2014.   
 
 

 
 

 
Silent Auction- Sat. Sept 14, 2013  

by Sandra Russler 
 
This is the third year we have had a silent auction in conjunction with our Annual Picnic.  A GRAND 
TOTAL OF $ 1,228.00  WAS RAISED.  100% of this money goes directly to help fund projects to clean up 
Circle Lake! Thanks to everyone for their donations AND their bids. 

 
Item #01:  Texas Beach House Rental, Gulf view, 4 bedrooms - sleeps 12     Donor:  Dale & Kathy Petelinsek    
Item Value:   $ 2100.00/week         Starting Bid:  $ 500.00               FINAL BID: $ 550.00   by David Russler                        
 
Item #02: Glider Flight       Item Value:   $ 175.00      Starting Bid:  $ 50.00    FINAL BID: $  72.00  by Scott Selkirk   
Donor: Don & Kathy Ingraham 612-730-3905 E-Mail: don@crosscountrysoaring.com  
 
Item #03: Outboard Motor Winterization               Item Value:  $ 75.00            Starting Bid: $ 25.00 
Donor: Shawn Nugent / Circle Lake Area Sales & Service    507-645-6183      FINAL BID: $ 75.00 by Kevin Boulay   
 
Item #04:  Fall Circle Lake dock take out                  Item Value:   $ 100.00             Starting Bid:  $ 25.00 
Donor:  Julie & Scott Dornbusch                                                                           FINAL BID: $  75.00  by Sam Sunderlin 
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Item #05:  Half a Hog                                                  Item Value:   $150.00                Starting Bid:  $ 75.00 
Donor: Steve & Elaine Trnka                                                         FINAL BID: $ 125.00  by Kurt & Dianna Kluzak                              
 
Item #06:  “Back in Action”     www.ericksonchiropractic.net      Item Value:   $ 100.00     Starting Bid:  $ 25.00 
Donor:  Bob & Tina Erickson/ 200 NW 8th Ave, Faribault, 507-334-5627                                 FINAL BID: $ none 
 
Item #07:  “Fitness in Motion” One year gym membership      Item Value:   $ 365.00         Starting Bid:   $ 50.00 
Donor: Bob & Tina Erickson / FITNESS IN MOTION, 200 NW 8th Ave, Faribault, 507-334-1823  FINAL BID: $ none 
 
Item #08: “Anytime Fitness” One month membership                Item Value:   $45.00     Starting Bid:  $15.00 
Donor:   Anytime Fitness, 618 Division St S., Nfld, 507-650-0010    www.anytimefitness.com  FINAL BID: $ none 
Item #09: “Anytime Fitness” One month membership                Item Value:   $45.00     Starting Bid:  $15.00 
Donor:   Anytime Fitness, 618 Division St S., Nfld, 507-650-0010    www.anytimefitness.com  FINAL BID: $ none 
 
Item #10: Knitting Kit           Item Value: $ 50.00           Starting Bid: $ 15.00   FINAL BID: $  15.00 by Jane Bartho                   
Donor: Cynthia Gilbertson/ Northfield Yarn, 314 Division St. Nfld.,   507- 645-1330     www.NorthfieldYarn.com  
 
Item #11: Pet Gift Basket   www.southviewanimalhospital.com   Item Value:   $ 175.00    Starting Bid:  $  50.00 
Donor: Mike & Sherry Foster/ 651-455-2258                                   FINAL BID: $  55.00 by David Russler 
 
Item #12: Mary Kay “Eyes! Lips! Face!”                    Item Value:   $ 72.00     Starting Bid: $ 20.00 
Donor:   Kelli Vogel, Mary Kay Beauty Consultant, 507- 663-8811   FINAL BID: $  50.00  by Sue Morrison          
 
Item #13: Mary Kay Time Wise Skin Care Set          Item Value:   $ 91.00     Starting Bid: $ 20.00 
Donor:   Kelli Vogel, Mary Kay Beauty Consultant, 507- 663-8811   FINAL BID: $  50.00 by Sue Morrison          
 
Item #14: Framed 1900 Forest Township, Millersburg Map         Item Value: $65.00      Starting Bid: $20.00 
Donor: Sue & Ross Morrison                                                                FINAL BID: $  61.00  by Wendy Anderson 
 
Item #15: Wine and Picnic Basket for Two           Item Value: $75.00              Starting Bid: $20.00 
Donor: Sue & Ross Morrison                                                                FINAL BID: $  25.00 by David Russler 
 
Item #16: Homemade Strawberry Jam                   Item Value:  $ 24.00             Starting Bid: $5.00 
Donor: Sue Morrison & Linda Caron                                                   FINAL BID: $  15.00 by Wendy Anderson 
 
Item #17: Homemade Raspberry Jam                     Item Value:  $ 24.00             Starting Bid: $5.00 
Donor: Sue Morrison & Linda Caron                                                  FINAL BID: $  30.00  by Tammy Wood 
 
Item #18:  Creatology Art Set            Donor:  Sandra Russler, Kingdom Kids Academy, 651-357-5903 
Item Value:   $ 25.00         Starting Bid:  $ 5.00                                FINAL BID: $ 15.00  by Sherry Foster 
 
Item #19:  “Go Girl!” Swim Package            Donor:  Sandra Russler, Kingdom Kids Academy, Northfield 
www.kids511.weebly.com   Item Value:  $ 40.00      Starting Bid:  $  10.00  FINAL BID: $ 15.00 by Pam Hermann 
 
Item #20:  Photo Buttons, Magnets, Key Chains & Mirrors          Item Value: $ 60.00    Starting Bid:  $ 15.00 
Donor: David & Sandra Russler,  www.PTSPrinting.com    651-357-5903                   FINAL BID: $ none 
 
Items #21a- 21j: Ten Miscellaneous Items  Donors: Jerry & Karen Appeldoorn   507-645-7501 FINAL BID: $ none  
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Chunky Dunk, New Years Day 2014 
by Julie Dornbusch 

 
The 2013 and 2014 Chunky Dunk was a fun success.  In 2013 we received great press from WCCO News 
and the local papers.  The 2013 event was located off the shore of Doug Sonnee's home and this year it 
was moved to the public access.  This new location was easier to locate and offered ample parking.  
Even though it was a chilly morning (but could have been colder!), we still had a great crew to bring the 
event together and cut the hole in the ice.  We had a team sponsored by College City Beverage and had 
spectators from as far away as the UK.  They had no clue why someone would do such a thing and we 
had a hard time convincing them to jump in, but they were part of the great crowd cheering on the 
Dunkers.  The event drew a crowd of 100 fans and 20 Dunkers.  
 
Thanks to the many individuals who donated their time, services and money for the event.  We 
brought in close to $2,000.*  Boonies provided a free drink to all participants and many fans and 
Dunkers came to Boonies after the event. The proceeds will go to one great cause, and that is the effort 
to get Circle Lake back to clean water status and get our fish thriving in this lake. 
 
 *At the Annual Meeting on April 21, 2014, the proceeds from the 2014 Chunky Dunk were incorrectly 
reported.  The $2000 reported in this year’s written report is correct. 
 

 
 

THANK YOU for our many volunteers, supporters and dunkers! 
Please let a Board Member know if you are interested in volunteering for the Chunky Dunk 2015! 
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Native Plant Restoration Project 
by Sam Sunderlin 

 
The use of native plants is a highly recommended technique being used to stabilize eroding areas, and 
prevent sediment from getting into surface waters.  In 2012, the C.L.A. board requested that Rice 
County apply for funding that could be used for both informational workshops and a demonstration 
project.  Last spring a small, but dedicated group of volunteers from the C.L.A. attended the two 
workshops.  After clearing massive amounts of debris, and dealing with weeks of flooding, our 
volunteers successfully completed a small lakeshore restoration project in Circle Lake Park.  We plan to 
maintain the planting until it is safely established.   
 
The C.L.A board has several ravine projects in the works.  We anticipate using native plants in some of 
these projects.  Once the dirt work is concluded, we will need volunteers to assist us to stabilize the 
areas with native plants.  Because our volunteers enthusiastically completed the native plant park 
project last summer, we are hopeful that the county will look favorably on providing more grant 
money.  These projects will prevent large amounts of sediment from entering Circle Lake.  We hope that 
you'll be excited about helping us. 

                      
We'd like to acknowledge the following people for their assistance in establishing the native planting in 
Circle Lake Park.  The board greatly appreciates their help in completing this project. 
Karen Appeldoorn, Julie Dornbusch, Greg Duban, Terry Duban, Kailey Duban, Jacob Duban,  
Jennifer Mocol, Dennis Keefer, Wade Schulz, Sharon Sin-Ding, Dean Sunderlin, Fred Wenthe, and those 
wishing to remain anonymous.  
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Aquatic Plant Management 
by Keith Kluzak 

 
2013 marked the second year Circle Lake Association was offered a grant to treat Curly Leaf Pondweed 
and the second year in a row where no application was administered as there was insufficient curly leaf 
found to warrant a wide spread treatment.   
 
Additionally, the weed cutter Circle Lake Association purchased back in 2012 was not used in 2013.  We 
are not certain if this is because of the weed cutting performed in 2012 carried over into 2013.  We will 
keep the weed cutter in the tool belt as a method to maintain aquatic plants for 2014.  If this equipment 
remains unused for another season it will be brought to the board this fall as to our position on retaining 
this asset.   
 
The current position of the aquatic plant management committee is for continued monitoring and 
vigilance.  We have applied for a grant to treat curly leaf pondweed once again in 2014.  We never know 
when we might have a large bloom of the invasive plant and we want to be prepared to treat if 
necessary.  Historically speaking winters with heavy snow cover on the ice limiting light penetration has 
reduced the volume of curly leaf pondweed the following spring.  This may be the case this spring.  
Eurasion milfoil remains to be found in very limited quantities near the mouth of Wolf Creek.  It appears 
the native plant commonly referred to as coontail, has increased in presence in this area of the lake and 
is restricting the spread of Eurasion milfoil.  Again, continued monitoring is the future protocol for 
Eurasion milfoil. 
 
 

Watershed 
by Keith Kluzak 

 
In 2013 the project the watershed committee focused much of its efforts on erosion control in four 
ravines that discharge directly into Circle Lake.  In cooperation with McGhie & Betts a grant proposal 
was drafted and submitted to the state in September.  We were notified in November our grant 
application was not approved.  However, in this process, the lake association gathered knowledge on 
what can be accomplished in these ravines and for how much.  The total grant request for all four 
ravines was $170,000.  Without the aid of a grant $170,000 was too much for the association to proceed 
alone.  Rather than attempting to do all four ravines at once the association has decided to focus on one 
ravine that is feasible to complete with our own funds and a significant contribution from the 
landowner.  Barring unforeseen circumstances it is anticipated the erosion control work in one ravine 
should be complete by mid summer 2014. 
 
The watershed committee is also exploring options for dredging Wolf Creek where it enters Circle Lake 
on the south side of the lake.  A portion of this creek, from 130th to the mouth of the lake, was dredged 
in the late 1970’s.  This dredged portion acted as a sediment trap for many years.  Water clarity was 
routinely better in the 1980’s than what we are experiencing now.  This creek has overtime filled with 
sediment and is no longer providing the sediment trap benefits to the lake as it once did. 
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Carp Project Summary 
by Jason Wood 

 
4 years ago the lake association began a project to try to limit 
the number of carp in Circle Lake and improve the overall 
water quality.  Carp are detrimental to our lake in several ways 
as they destroy vital lake vegetation that helps clean the water 
and provide cover for game fish.  They also greatly increase 
the biomass of the lake which increases algae levels.  Our 
project has an aggressive four prong approach: 

• Reestablish a rough fish barrier at Wolf Creek to help 
prevent carp from entering the lake from the Cannon 
River.  

• Limit spawning locations for carp around Circle Lake. 
• Increase numbers of game fish that feed on carp 

eggs. 
• Remove adult carp from Circle Lake through seining. 

 

In 2013, our team made great progress on each of these 
initiatives.  Reestablishing a fish barrier at Wolf Creek has been 
an ongoing task with many incremental steps.  However, in 
2013 we received DNR and Rice County permission to 
fabricate and install a permanent fish barrier on Wolf Creek.  
An image of the new fish barrier is shown in Figure 1.     

 Game fish, such as Bluegill, limit carp population by feeding 
on their eggs in the spring.  Maintaining a healthy carp 
predator fish population is essential to reducing the number of carp in Circle Lake.  In 2013 the lake 
association stocked approximately 5,000 Bluegill ranging from 2” to 6” in length.  Figure 2 was taken on 
one of the two days the Bluegill were stocked into Circle Lake.       

 
FIGURE 2 - BLUEGILL STOCKED INTO CIRCLE LAKE 

FIGURE 1 - WOLF CREEK FISH BARRIER 
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Carp seining has proven to be an effective way of 
removing adult carp from the lake.  In the past winters, 
thousands of pounds of carp have been removed.  This 
effort is even more important now that we have a 
permanent fish barrier on Wolf Creek to help prevent 
adult carp from entering the lake.  The lake association 
was able to work with the DNR and a commercial 
fisherman again in 2013 and 2014 to complete seining 
operations.  Figure 3 is an image of the seining operation 
conducted in January 2014 and Figure 4 includes statistic 
from the past four years.   The data shows that our efforts 
are helping, but there are still plenty of rough fish 
remaining in the lake.  The lake association will 
continue to work with the DNR to ensure rough fish are removed from the lake next winter.         

 

FIGURE 4 - CIRCLE LAKE ROUGH FISH REMOVAL STATISTICS 
 
 

 

Tri-Lakes Sportsmens Club 
The Circle Lake Association would like to express its sincere appreciation to the Tri-Lakes Sportsmens 
Club for their continued gifts of volunteer time and money.  The Sportsmens Club has directly 
contributed to the aerator, carp grates and bluegill stocking in Circle Lake. Indirectly, their actions have 
also had great benefit through the many projects they sponsor in the community. The Sportsmens Club 
really lives their mission and we are glad to benefit from their generosity to local conservation projects! 

FIGURE 3 - ROUGH FISH REMOVAL FROM CIRCLE LAKE 
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