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APRIL MEETING SPECIAL GUEST
Circle Lake Association will have 
a special guest at our April 11th 
board meeting. Join us at 7:00 PM 
at the Forest Township Town hall 
to hear the history of Circle 
Lake according to Dale Quist. 

LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN
Plan to attend a special meeting 
at the Forest Township Town hall 
on Monday May 2nd at 7:00 PM. 
Steve McComas will present our 

lake management plan and we will 
discuss the next lake improvement 
project planned for Circle Lake!

2011 PICNIC & MEETING
This year our Circle Lake 

Association annual picnic and 
meeting will be Saturday, July 

30th at the home of Ann and Craig 
Arnold: 3660 120th Court West 

We hope to see you there!

When the well is 
dry, we know the 
worth of water. - 

Benjamin Franklin
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SO WHAT MAKES CIRCLE LAKE TURN GREEN?
The green scum on the surface of Circle Lake is called an algal bloom. It’s the natural product of 

high levels of phosphorous (a growth nutrient) in the water. But too often, phosphates come from 

unnatural sources. Phosphates lurk in household products like laundry detergent and dish soap. 

When soapy wastewater isn’t treated properly, phosphates in the water can upset the natural 

balance in aquatic ecosystems. 

Phosphates are also found in lawn and agricultural fertilizers. When it rains, those nutrients can 

run off into lakes, streams and even the ground water table, and that 

becomes a problem for our lake.

Blue-green algae live in all freshwater lakes and streams. They rely 

on nutrients like phosphorous to grow. The more phosphates there are 

in the water, the more the algae will grow. When phosphates from 

farms, lawns and poorly managed wastewater get into lakes, it causes 

an explosion of growth of the algae. It grows faster than bacteria can 

eat it, so decomposing algae rises to the top of the water, causing a 

bloom like the one pictured to the right. (Which, by the way, is a picture 

of Circle Lake!)

The good news is, algal blooms don’t have to happen. They can be 

avoided by managing wastewater properly, choosing not to fertilize 

lawns, and promoting native vegetation along the shoreline.

SIGNS OF PROGRESS
Cannon River Watershed Partnership recently created an interesting report: Signs of Progress: The State of the Cannon and 

Straight Rivers. The report highlights which streams and lakes are improving, which aren’t, and other signs of progress across the 

Cannon River watershed (which includes Circle Lake). You can download a copy of the report here: http://www.crwp.net/home/

2011/2/4/signs-of-progress.html

Have you ever wondered...

What’s hiding under all that green?

CIRCLE LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Though we don’t expect to find sunken ships, other exciting discoveries await the cleaning of our lake. We will soon be receiving our 
Lake Management Plan from Steve McComas of Blue Water Science. With this, we will have a detailed action plan that we can start 
implementing this year! All this is possible thanks to the many people who donated to the Lake Improvement Plan and became 
members of the Association. More details will be available in our next newsletter and on the Circle Lake Association website: http://
circlelake.org
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Trees and Native Plants
Do you want to beautify your property and 

help the environment? The Rice County Soil and 

Water Conservation District is currently selling 

trees and native plants. Trees are sold in bundles 

of 25 (some are in 10's). Native plants are 

available in batches of 48 containing either a mix 

of plants for raingardens or butterfly gardens. For 

more information go to http://www.riceswcd.org

Programs you should know about
Many federal, state and local programs 

exist to aid in the conservation of soil and water 

resources. If you want to help protect wildlife, 

wetlands, or other natural resources, the Rice 

County Soil and Water Conservation District can 

help you determine which programs you might 

be eligible for and what funding resources would 

be available to you. For details on the programs, 

visit http://www.riceswcd.org or call 

507-332-5408.

Earth Day 5K Fun Run/Walk
The Cannon River Watershed 

Partnership is hosting a 5K fun Run/Walk on April 

23, 2011 along the beautiful Sakatah Singing 

Hills Trail. All proceeds benefit the Cannon River 

watershed, which in turn, benefits Circle Lake. 

For more information visit http://www.crwp.net

Motokazieland
Motokazie is moving forward with plans to 

build a recreational park on 165 acres located 

south of County Highway 9, east of Acorn Trail. 

Rice County has submitted to the Environmental 

Quality Board an Environmental Assessment 

Worksheet (EAW) for Motokazieland. The EAW 

can be viewed at http://www.co.rice.mn.us/

planning/motokazieland.php. Anyone may 

comment on the accuracy or completeness of 

the EAW and can do so by writing to the Rice 

County Environmental Services prior to March 

23rd.

2011 Lakes and Rivers 
Conference
Minnesota Waters will be having the 2011 

Lakes and Rivers Conference April 27 – 29 at the 

River’s Edge Convention Center in St. Cloud. 

Details can be found at the Minnesota Waters 

website: http://www.minnesotawaters.org

Septic Systems
Need help financing the repair or replacement of 

your septic system? Rice County offers loans 

and grants to qualified applicants. To get more 

information visit: http://www.co.rice.mn.us/

planning/ or call the Rice County Planning and 

Zoning department at (507) 332-6113.

Here are some other resources that may be able 

to provide financial assistance: 

USDA Rural Development

Three Rivers Community Action 

Minnesota Housing

NEWS AND INFORMATION
Upcoming events and useful information

CodeRED Emergency Notification System

411

October 1, 2009 the Rice & Steele 

Consolidated 911 Center launched a 

reverse 9-1-1 notification system for 

use during emergencies, which allows 

city and county officials the ability to 

deliver urgent pre-recorded emergency 

telephone messages to targeted areas 

or to the entire city at a rate of up to 

60,000 calls per hour. Called 

CodeRED, this high-speed telephone 

emergency notification service can be 

used in the event of hazardous 

materials spills, floods or other 

emergencies that can affect peoples 

safety or health.

For more information or to 
register, please visit:
http://www.co.rice.mn.us/sheriff/index.php

911
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COMMUNITY
Become a COLA member!

Did you know that you can join 

COLA for only $10? The Rice County 

Coalition of Lake Association works to 

promote cooperation among members 

in the wise use and preservation of 

area lakes. Circle Lake Association 

supports COLA as an association 

member and your individual 

membership fee will be used for a 

good cause. If you would like more 

information on COLA, visit our website: 

http://circlelake.org/

Winter Reading
Don’t like to ice fish? Buckham 

Memorial Library has expanded its 

services with e-Books and e-

Audiobooks available to download 

from the library’s website. This new 

service, powered by OverDrive, is free 

for patrons with their library card. For 

more information about OverDrive and 

other library services and programs 

stop by or call the Library's information 

desk at 507-334-2089.

Tax reminder 
Don’t forget, all 

contributions made to Circle 
Lake Association last year 

are tax deductible!

Looking for help with taxes? 
Try these resources:
http://www.irs.gov

http://taxes.state.mn.us
http://www.taxhelponline.com

Help Your Community
Looking for ways to help make our community a 

little better? You already know how to help Circle 

Lake. Here are some other ways you can help.

Start here for various ways to volunteer in the 

entire Twin Cities area.

http://www.icanhelptwincities.com

Save codes from Coca Cola products:

http://www.mycokerewards.com or Box Tops points 

from certain products:

http://www.boxtops4education.com and donate 

both to the school of your choice. 

Interested in Police work? The Northfield Police 

Department works with the Volunteers in Police 

Service program and they can use your help! For 

more info call 507-645-4477 or email 

police@ci.northfield.mn.us

http://www.policevolunteers.org

Want More?
Looking for more information on Circle Lake? 

Check out our website: http://circlelake.org/ 

You’ll find agendas and minutes from our monthly 

board meetings, results of the 2010 Circle Lake 

resident survey, and a wealth of information on 

Circle Lake. You can also learn more about our Lake 

Improvement Plans, and find out how you can help.

Plans to protect air and water, wilderness 
and wildlife are in fact plans to protect man.
- Stewart Udall

Circle Lake Association
P.O. Box 147
Northfield, MN  55057
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